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INTRODUCTION
In the production of rabbit meat, as well as in other animal production, crossbreeding with specialized breeds or strains makes use of the complementarity between dam lines (or dam hybrids), which have a good reproductive efficiency, and sire lines, which possess a good meat production efficiency. The choice of selection objectives within these specialized lines has been studied by several authors (Smith, 1964; Moav & Hill, 1966; Elsen & Sellier, 1978 (Matheron & Rouvier, 1977) , and strain A 9077 is its unselected control (Matheron & Chevalet, 1977 (Dagnelie, 1970 Brun & Rouvier (1984) Table  V) .
The lower feed efficiency (higher CI) of &dquo;C&dquo; dams' offspring which had a faster rate of growth, does not agree with the usual results (i.e. Ollivier & Henry, 1978, in pigs; Ouhayoun, 1978, in rabbits). This could be explained by their greater fatness and higher maintenance requirements due to their heavier body weight. Another contradiction is the lesser degree of maturity (52 vs 58% in the two others) despite the greater fatness (non significant) of &dquo;C&dquo; dams' offspring.
Crossbreeding parameters (Table VI) Growth traits are less dependent on direct genetic effects than on maternal ones. A significant direct genetic effect appeared only in LW30, with a superiority of &dquo;CA&dquo; strain. This effect is probably due to the negative direct effect of this strain on litter size at weaning (Brun & Rouvier, 1988 (Bolet et al., 1988) . The latter arose on one hand from breed differences in ovulation rate between &dquo;CA&dquo; and &dquo;NZ&dquo; (Hulot & Matheron, 1981) and on the other from the selection for litter size in these strains (Matheron & Rouvier, 1977) . In this experiment, no significant additive effect was observed on feed efficiency (CI).
A direct heterosis effect was noticed in all growth traits, averaging 5% and particularly in crosses involving &dquo;NZ&dquo; strain. The direct heterosis between the strains &dquo;CA&dquo; and &dquo;NZ&dquo; in LW30 was higher here than was the case with earlier estimates (Brun & Rouvier, 1984 
